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ARP 2024-5
Ethical Action Plan

Name of practitioner-researcher: James Venning

	1. What is your project focus?

The focus of my project is to explore:  How can participation methods and dialogue-building techniques from large cohort courses such as the BA (Hons) in Fashion Buying and Merchandising be adapted to increase equitable engagement in Year Lead and Unit tutorials, addressing social, cultural, and racial barriers? 



	2. What are you going to read about? 

I will read literature on participation methods, dialogue-building in educational settings, student engagement theories, teaching methods in large cohort lectures, tutorial structures, and best practices in fashion education. I will also explore studies related to the pedagogical adaptation of techniques for small group settings.





	3. What action are you going to take in your teaching practice?

I will implement adapted participation techniques from large lectures in Year Lead and Unit tutorials to develop dialogue and increase student engagement. This will include new strategies such as structured peer discussion, group tasks, and reflective feedback mechanisms. The goal is to make tutorials more interactive and student led.

	4. Who will be involved and how?


The participants will include Year 2 Buying and Merchandising fashion students, tutorial leaders, and possibly academic staff members who conduct Year Lead sessions. Students will participate by engaging in the new methods and providing feedback, while academic staff will offer insights into tutorial structures and contribute to refining these techniques.

Proposed Student Survey
https://forms.office.com/Pages/DesignPageV2.aspx?subpage=design&FormId=xClkjH8We0e4y3fugnWNETGUkxytLPVFlXk5JEXOoU5UMlZXN1BHS0NKMDI4UlREQUdFRUpVMU1BNS4u&Token=f82886868ae5434fa73b80b9c1c9fefd


Proposed Staff Survey
https://forms.office.com/Pages/DesignPageV2.aspx?subpage=design&FormId=xClkjH8We0e4y3fugnWNETGUkxytLPVFlXk5JEXOoU5UQkxWQUtKQTZYMTMxN1JQSFA5SVE3WVRNUi4u&Token=0eeecab46b12406b84e8f9907fc863ff



N.B. If any of your participants/co-researchers will be under 18, please seek advice from your tutor.


	5. What are the health & safety concerns, and how will you prepare for them?


There are minimal health and safety concerns as the research will take place in a standard academic environment. All activities will adhere to institutional guidelines for in-person and online sessions. I will ensure that physical distancing or online safety measures are followed if applicable.

Emotional care in the process is a priority. Participation in the research will be voluntary, with students able to opt out at any time without consequences. All responses will be confidential and anonymised to protect their identity. The research questions will be designed to avoid discomfort, and opting out will not impact their academic standing or relationship with me. Additionally, emotional support will be available if needed, ensuring a safe and supportive environment throughout the research process.


	6. How will you protect the data of those involved?


All student feedback, reflections, and responses will be anonymised to protect their identity. Data will be stored securely, following university data protection guidelines (e.g., GDPR compliance), and participants will be informed about how their data will be used and stored.




	7. How will you work with your participants in an ethical way?

I will obtain informed consent from all participants both by the survey being anonymous but also through verbal communication in class, ensuring they understand the purpose of the research and their right to withdraw at any time. The research will not interfere with their academic assessment, and all feedback mechanisms will be voluntary. Ethical approval will be sought before commencing the study using participant consent forms.
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